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Comptroller General
of the United States

Washington, D.C. 20548

Decision

Matter of: East West Research, Inc.
File: B-240362

Date: September 20, 1990

Richard Synder for the protester.

Stephen Stastney, Esg., Defense Logistics Agency, for the
agency.

Anne B. Perry, Esg., and John F., Mitchell, FEsg., Office of
the General Counsel, GAO, pvarticinated in the preparation of
the decision.

DIGEST

Agency may use manufacturers' part number or national stock
number as an item description under a procurement of
relatively simple and common items conducted through small
purchase procedures where there is not an indication that
such identification failed to convey the agency's needs.

DECISION

East West Research, Inc. protests the terms of requests for
quotations (RFQ) No. DLA400-90-T-C320, issued by the Defense
General Supply Center, Defense Logistics Agency for 1,440
pairs of light green industrial spectacles. The RFC, issued
pursuant to Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Part 13
small purchase procedures, identified the spectacles by
national stock number (NSN) 4240-01-227-4397 and two
manufacturers' part numbers. The protester contends that
the agency's use of manufacturers' part numbers as an item
description is improper. East West alleges that if the use
of a federal specification will not satisfy the agency's
needs, then the agency must use a detailed purchase descrip-
tion pursuant to FAR § 10.004(b)(1), setting forth the
essential physical and functional characteristics of the
item, in order to adequately express the government's
minimum needs.
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?é;;t General Counsel

Since the issue raisea 1n this protest is laentical to that
resolvea in East West Research, Inc., B-238234.2; B-239582,
Sept._17, 1990, 90-2 CPD ¥ , the protest 1is aenieaq,
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